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The Behenian fixed stars are a selection of fifteen stars considered especially useful for magical 
applications in the medieval astrology of Europe and the Arab world. According to Ficino,1 the 
mechanism by which the celestial energy is transferred into Talimans comes from the ‘living and 
perceiving’ rays of the stars that ‘shine forth through the eyes of a living body.’ Their energies, which 
fluctuate according to the movements of the celestial bodies they originate from, ‘penetrates in a 
moment the mass of the earth’ going straight to its centre, before quickly penetrating the whole 
earth, permeating metal and precious stone when they are engraved with their images. These 
images then take on the qualities of the rays and bring with them marvellous gifts from the 
imaginations and minds of the celestial spirits that emanate them. In particular, the rays produce an 
intense force from their ‘strong mental disposition and... very rapid motion of their bodies,’ acting 
‘to the greatest extent on the spirit, which is most similar to the celestial rays.’  

The intelligences and daemons from which Zodiacal and Fixed Star celestial rays emanate are those 
connected to the Eighth Sphere of the Ptolemaic Cosmos. These are the intelligences produced by 
the third emanated intellect of God and therefore represent a higher level of influence than those 
associated with the decans and planets, whose influence is less distant and more immanent. This 
sphere ultimately includes all of the stars and constellations in the sky, but as only forty-eight of the 
eighty-eight constellations in the sky were designated any particular importance by Ptolemy, it is 
only these that are acknowledged as having any known magical qualities. Of the four-and-a-half-
thousand or so stars visible to the naked eye in the night sky, less than three-hundred have been 
given some kind of extant mythological name by our forebears, and of these only fifteen were given 
the status of Behenian Stars, denoting them to be of especial magical significance. Three of these 
stars, Aldebaran, Regulus and Antares—plus a fourth unaccounted for in the Behenian Stars, 
Fomalhaut—were also marked as being particularly significant due to their apportion as Royal Stars 
or Watchers, due to their approximate divide into the four quarters of the sun’s ecliptical passage. 
For such reasons, the greater significance of this Ptolemaic Sphere lies in the constellations as the 
houses of magical influence, especially the twelve that make up the zodiac signs, though the 
Behenian Stars are not without great power. They may be used, for instance, as surrogates for 
planets of a similar nature in an elective chart when the required planet is not aspected with the 
moon,2 and their influences as bringers of sudden changes when aspected with the appropriate 
planets (especially in world events) are also something that can be harnessed to great effect in the 
creation of Talismans.3  

Agrippa attributed the knowledge of their properties to Hermes Trismegistus. Attributing to works to 
Hermes was common in the middle ages, and usually acted as a cipher for works of an Arabic 
origin—just as the names Zoroaster and Solomon were used to describe Persian/Indian and 

                                                             
1 Three Books on Life, III: XIV. 
2 Ptolemy, Centiloquium, 28 
3 Ibid, 29. 



Kabbalistic origins. Their true origin remains unknown, though a common (and flawed) etymology of 
the word Behenian attributed it to the Arabic ‘bahman,’ meaning ‘root,’ as they are considered to be 
the celestial source of the astrological power of the planets.  

As well as relating to the planets, the Fixed Stars also have specific sympathies with gemstones and 
plants, which enables them to be used in rituals as a means to attract the star's influence into a 
talisman, through which its powers could be utilised. Typically, this is conducted when the planet 
appropriate to the desired effect was within 6° of the desired star, though the most practical usage 
involves the use of the Moon in such a way due to the speed of its cycle and its general efficacy in all 
kinds of magical works.  

As each type of talisman is created in accordance with precise celestial conditions according to the 
rules of Elective Astrology, it is important to have perfect knowledge of the correct conditions in 
which a talisman can be created. Besides the moon’s conjunction with the star itself, both should 
also be positioned at the Ascendant or Midheaven, where they should not form any aspects with 
malefic planets such as Mars and Saturn and should not be combust with the sun (that is, within 8-
10° of it).   

The symbols in the table below are those which should be marked onto the gemstone being used, 
while the plants are used as talismanic ingredients. Ficino mentions that the plants can be set 
beneath the gem of a ring but states a preference for making an oil from the plants and anointing 
the stone with them, which is the method that I have used.  

Current Tropical positions for the year 2018 have been added by me for practical purposes. 

Star and Current 
Tropical position Gem Plant Seal Usage 

Algol 

26° 25’ B 
Diamond 

Black  

Hellebore 

 

Hellebore juice with an equal amount of wormwood placed under a 
diamond, etc., brings hatred and courage, preserves the members of the 
body and grants vengeance over anyone you wish. Also helps against 
Witchcraft and projects evil endeavours and wicked incantations upon 
enemies. 

Pleiades 

0° 15' C 

Rock  

Crystal 
Fennel 

 

Fennel seed with frankincense and quicksilver placed under a crystal with 
the appropriate character engraved on it, with the Moon conjunct the 
Pleiades rising or at Midheaven, preserves the eyesight, summons demons 
and the spirits of the dead, calls the winds, and reveals secrets and things 
that are lost. 

Aldebaran  

10° 02' C 

 

Carbuncle 
Milk  

Thistle 

 

Milky thistle seed put under a carbuncle with the character shown engraved 
on it, with the Moon conjunct Aldebaran and the Ascendant or Midheaven, 
increases riches and brings great honours. 

Capella 

22° 07' C 
Sapphire Horehound  

Horehound seed mixed with equal parts of mint, wormwood and mandrake, 
placed etc., exalts men to honours, and brings them the favour of kings and 
nobles, and heals toothache, and is very medicinal. 

Sirius 
14° 20' D Beryl Juniper  

One part savine juniper juice with wormwood and bistort and a little 
serpent's tongue put under a golden beryl, etc., grants the favour of the 
spirits of the air and the peoples of the earth, and brings peace and concord 
between kings and other potentates, and between husbands and wives. 

Procyon 
26° 02' D 

Agate Heliotrope 
 

Heliotrope/Marigold flowers with pennyroyal flowers placed etc. grants the 
favour of God and man, gives men the favour of the spirits of the air, gives 
great power over magic, and keeps men healthy. 



Regulus 
0° 05' F Granite Celandine 

 Celandine juice with wormwood and mastic placed etc. takes away anger 
and melancholy, makes men temperate and grants favour. 

Alkaid 
27° 11' F Magnet Succory  

Chicory juice with wormwood and periwinkle flower placed etc. has power 
against enchantments and against dryness and gives safety in travel, and if it 
be put together with wolf's teeth it makes hunters proficient. 

Algorab 
13° 42' G Onyx Burdock 

 

Burdock seed, leaves, and roots, with the tongue of a frog, placed etc. 
makes men angry, hateful, daring, and evil-speaking, causes wicked dreams, 
drives demons away, and protects men against demons and evil winds. 

Spica 
24° 06' G Emerald Sage  

Sage juice with trefoil, periwinkle, wormwood and mandrake placed etc. will 
increase gold, accumulate riches, bring victory in lawsuits and free men 
from evil and anguish. 

Arcturus 
24° 29' G 

Jasper Plantain  

Plantain juice with seeds or rooted placed under jasper, especially green 
[jasper], carries away fevers and restrains the flow of blood. 

Alphecca 
12° 33' H 

Topaz Rosemary  Juice of the herb called rosemary with equal parts trefoil and ivy put etc., 
makes men chaste, and grants friendship and honour with God and man. 

Antares 
10° 00' I 

Sardonyx Birthwort  

Birthwort juice with a little yew placed etc. gives men healthy colour, grants 
good memory and intelligence, makes them appear wise, and banishes 
demons. 

Vega 
15° 35' J 

Chrysolite 
Winter  

Savoury 

 

Savoury juice with an equal amount of the herb called fumitory and with a 
little of the stone called turonso, etc. grants favour with beasts, protects 
from scabies, demons, nocturnal phantoms, and fears. 

Deneb Algedi 
23° 48' K Chalcedony Marjoram  

Marjoram juice put under a chalcedony with its proper character, the Moon 
conjunct the tail of Capricorn rising, gives favour in lawsuits, improves the 
home in which it is kept, keeps it [the home] secure, and increases all 
manner of riches. 

Figure 1. Behenian Fixed Stars and their Talismanic Qualities 

The actual sidereal placements—that is, the physical location of the constellations they appear in—
are as follows. The mythos inherent to each of these constellations reflects much of the powers of 
the stars within them and should be considered in conjunction with the talismanic virtues described 
above.  

Star Constellation 

Algol Perseus 

The Pleiades Taurus 

Aldebaran Taurus 

Capella Auriga 

Sirius Canis Major 

Procyon Canis Minor 

Regulus Leo 

Alkaid Ursa Major 



Algorab Corvus 

Spica Virgo 

Arcturus Boötes 

Alphecca Corona Borealis 

Antares Scorpio 

Vega Lyra 

Deneb Algedi Capricorn 

 

The planetary nature of each star is as follows. The Talismanic images represent the daimonic forms 
of the stars’ Celestial Intelligences and can be used to create physical talismans at times when the 
Moon is forming its conjunction, though the sigils in the table above are fitting, shorthand 
replacements for them.  

Star Planetary Nature Talismanic Image 

Algol W V Head of a man with a bloody neck 

The Pleiades R U Little Virgin, or the Figure of a Lamp 

Aldebaran U T Likeness of God, or of a flying man 

Capella V W A man willing to make himself merry with musical instruments 

Sirius T The image of a Hound and a little Virgin 

Procyon S U A Cock, or three little maids 

Regulus V U A Lion or Cat, or the Figure of an honourable Person sitting in a Chair 

Alkaid T R The image of a pensive Man, or of a Bull, or the Figure of a Calf 

Algorab W U The image of a Raven, or Snake, or of a black Man clothed in black 

Spica T S The image of a Bird, or of a man laden with Merchandize 

Arcturus U V The image of a Horse or Wolf, or the Figure of a man dancing 

Alphecca T U The image of a Hen, or of a man crowned and advanced 

Antares T V The image of a man armed, and with a coat of Mail, or the Figure of a Scorpion 

Vega S T The image of a Vulture or Hen, or of a traveller 

Deneb Algedi W S The image of a Hart, or Goat, or of an angry man 

Figure 2. Locations, Natures and Images of the Behenian Fixed Stars 

 



How to create a Talisman 

1. Consult an Ephemeris to discover when the Moon is in the same sign as the Star you wish to 
work with. In this case, we’re looking to work with Algol at 26° 23’ Taurus, so are for a date 
when Luna is within 6° of that position.  

 

2. The Ephemeris shows the moon to be approaching the star’s location on 18th April, so the 
next stage involves consulting an online astrological chart such as Astrotheme, into which 
the date when the Moon is closest to the star, i.e. midnight on 18th April, should be entered.  

 

Wednesday, April 18, 2018, 00:00 AM 



3. Now adjust the time until the Moon is as close as possible to the same degree as the star.  

 

Wednesday, April 18, 2018, 06:55:47 AM 

 

4. If the Moon is not directly conjunct with either the Ascendant or the Midheaven, proceed to 
the next lunar cycle and apply the same test again. Some say six degrees is an acceptable 
distance, but proximities of two degrees or less are best, though the conjunction should be 
forming, i.e. approaching the star, not separating, i.e. moving away from it. In the case of 
the example above, the conjunction exists, but the moon is below the horizon, when it 
should be rising over the horizon. For this reason, the above time and date is not suitable 
and should be discarded.  

5. Repeat steps 1-4 above with the date that the Moon next approaches Algol at 26° 23’ 
Taurus. Doing this reveals a conjunction with the Midheaven at 24° 23’ Taurus at 12:57 on 
15th May 2018.   



 

 Tuesday, May 15, 2018, 12:57 PM 

6. Unfortunately, this election also fails the test on two counts as the conjunction point comes 
at a point that is combusted by the Sun and forms a trine aspect with Mars. If the intention 
of the working is malignant, however, aspects with Mars and Saturn are acceptable. This is 
especially true of a malignant star such as Algol.  

7. Repeating steps 1-4 again reveals that the Lunar conjunction with Algol failed the test again, 
so I moved onto July, where the Moon was found to be forming a conjunction with the 
Midheaven and Algol at 24° 52’ Taurus at 9:21 AM. 



 

Monday, July 9, 2018, 09:21 AM 

8.  With all of the correct electional conditions in place, the talisman can now be successfully 
created at the time and date in question.  

Ritual Format for the Creation of a Talisman of Algol 

1. Crush an even amount of Black Hellebore (poison alert – keep the finished solution away 
from the eyes and mouth) and Wormwood with a pestle and mortar into 50ml of Olive Oil 
with a dash of Vitamin E oil four days before the rite, keeping them sealed in a Mason Jar.  

2. Retrieve the jar an hour or so before the rite to check its scent and consistency are 
adequate.  

3. Five to ten minutes before the selected time, retrieve the Diamond and carve (or ink) the 
sigil of Algol onto it.  

4. Hold the Diamond over the open jar containing the oil. 
5. Recite the Emerald Tablet over both, fumigating with incense appropriate to the star’s 

planetary influences. Algol is of the nature of Saturn and Jupiter, therefore burn Myrrh and 
Cedar, or whatever else is appropriate. 

6. Place the Diamond into the oil and fumigate again, making an improvised statement of 
intent based around your purposes for creating the Talisman. With Algol, these are bringing 
hatred and courage, preserving the members of the body, granting vengeance over anyone 
you wish, helping against Witchcraft and projecting evil endeavours and wicked incantations 
upon enemies. 

7. Once the oil has been created it can be used to anoint oneself or consecrate some other 
object whenever the talisman’s effect is desired. It is particularly useful to enhance the 
effect of other rites conducted for similar purposes to the oil. The gemstone, along with the 



raw ingredients of the plant matter, should be kept inside the jar it was created in, and all 
anointing should be conducted by using the oil-seeped gemstone to apply the oil. 

The below is a table of Working dates within 2° of conjunction of each star and the Midheaven or 
Ascendant and in correct aspect. The frequency of these dates can be increased by expanding the 
degrees of conjunction from 2° to a maximum of 6° using the guidelines above.  

Star Tropical 
Position Dates, Times and Degrees of Conjunction with Stars, Luna and ASC or MC 

Algol B 26° 23 Monday 9th July, 09:21, 24.54 Taurus 

The Pleiades C 0° 13' Thursday 20th December, 14:04, 29.43 Taurus 

Aldebaran C 10° 02' Wednesday 16th May, 13:54, 9.52 Gemini 

Capella C 22° 05' Monday 4th September, 23:23, 21.59 Gemini 

Sirius D 14° 18' Thursday 6th February 2020, 14:27, 13.57 Cancer 

Procyon D 26° 00' Monday 26th November, 20:07, 25.32 Cancer 

Regulus F 0° 03' Monday 21st May, 18:59, 28.14 Leo 

Alkaid F 27° 09' Sunday 4th November, 02:47, 26.22 Virgo. 

Algorab G 13° 40' Tuesday 11th September, 14:28, 13.16 Libra 

Spica G 24° 04' Monday 3rd December, 08:39, 23.43 Libra 

Arcturus G 24° 27' Monday 3rd December, 08:39, 23.43 Libra. Sunday 27th October 2019, 11:11, 24.14 Libra 

Alphecca H 12° 31' Monday 2nd April, 22:16, 12.11 Scorpio. Thursday 13th September, 16:04, 11.44 Scorpio 

Antares I 9° 59' Thursday 5th April, 00:36, 8.38 Sagittarius. Friday November 9th, 13:20, 9.52 Sagittarius 

Vega J 15° 33' Tuesday 18th September, 16:18, 14 Capricorn.  

Deneb Algedi K 23° 46' Sunday 26th January 2020, 08:32, 22.18 Aquarius 

 

https://bit.ly/2JoOWuY 


